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The journey of obstetric medicine in the UK
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Why is obstetric medicine 
training relevant in the UK 



What were the political motivators for the change



Maternal Medicine Networks in England

Courtesy of C Frise & L Mackillop



Physician Training Pathway in the UK



How was this done?

The Royal College of Physicians, 
alongside leaders in the field of 
obstetric medicine developed a 
credential in obstetric medicine which 
leads to a Professional Diploma upon 
successful completion.

The credential can be undertaken by 
higher specialty trainees (ST5 level or 
above) in medical specialties, or by 
post-CCT doctors in physician 
specialties who are actively involved 
in delivering joint obstetric and 
specialist care. 



Physician Training Pathway in the UK



Curriculum



Expansion of obstetric medicine training centres

Established training centres**
• A number of centres were invited to apply to be part of a pilot in 2023
• Expansion of the number of training centres is planned for 2025 

• the strategic aim is to get better national coverage

Training programs:
• *London 3 sites
• *Oxford
• Manchester
• Bristol
• Norwich



Current status

Locations

London

Norfolk and Norwich

Oxford

Birmingham

Manchester

Leicester

Luton

Newcastle 

Royal Surrey

Bristol

Wolverhampton

Derby

Bath

Kent

Sheffield

Specialties 

6 renal

2 cardiac

1 obs med

1 general

2 clin pharm

8 diabetes

2 critical care

3 rheum

12 acute medicine



Next steps to be recognised as a sub-speciality



Next steps……..

GMC to recognise obstetric medicine as a sub-speciality

• Document is being prepared to the four nations making a case for obstetric 
medicine to be recognised

• No FEE to pay for the process 
• Accreditation on hold since the GMC have paused credentialing



Thank you for listening


